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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report outlines recent actions taken by the Chair under delegated authority, in consultation with 

party Group Lead Members, in accordance with the delegations granted by the Environment 

Committee.  

 

 

2. Recommendations  

 

2.1 That the Committee notes the recent action taken by the Chair of the Committee under 

delegated authority, in consultation with the party Group Lead Members, namely to agree 

an output for the 6 December 2018 meeting’s discussion on cold and damp homes.  

2.2  

 
3. Background  
 

3.1 At its meeting on 6 December 2018, the Committee resolved: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with Party Group Members, to agree any 

output arising from the discussion. [Cold and Damp Homes] 

  
 
4. Issues for Consideration 

 

4.1 As part of the Committee’s investigation into cold and damp homes in London, the Committee 

visited Thamesmead to hear about their Condensation, Damp and Mould Strategy. A summary note 

of the site visit is attached as Appendix 1. 

 

4.2 The Committee published a findings report on 27 February following its investigation into cold and 

damp homes in London. A copy of the report is attached at Appendix 2. 

 

 

 

 



        

 

 

 

4.3 The report makes the following recommendations: 

 Recommendation 1:  

The Mayor should recommend in the London Plan that new housing, especially for social and 

affordable rent properties, has ventilation designed to cope with any level of occupancy.  

 

Recommendation 2:  

The Mayor’s retrofit programmes, Warmer Homes and RE:NEW, should ensure ventilation installed 

through the programmes is sufficient to cope with any level of occupancy. Systems installed should 

be quiet to avoid residents turning them off, use minimal power and be moisture-responsive. 

 

 Recommendation 3:  

Social housing providers should review their energy advice strategies and work with residents to 

offer effective advice on how to prevent condensation, taking into consideration tenant living 

patterns and household situations, prioritising overcrowded households.  

 

Recommendation 4:  

The Mayor should prioritise training and deployment of energy advisors to complement his work on 

energy efficiency and fuel poverty, under the Energy for Londoners umbrella.1  

 

Recommendation 5:  

The Mayor should write to the Environment Committee detailing how energy advice services are 

evaluated during the application assessment process for the Fuel Poverty Support Fund. 

 

Recommendation 6:  

The Mayor should develop a guide for private renters and landlords, to help them be more informed 

about what type of advice they should seek and avenues they could explore. This should also include 

information about tenants’ and landlords’ legal responsibilities, for example for the landlord to 

ensure a home meets the Decent Homes Standard. 

 

Recommendation 7:  

The Mayor, the Government and other funders or sponsors should ensure future retrofit programmes 

are multi-measure with sufficient focus on ventilation. Programmes should account for occupancy 

levels and the need for heat, ventilation and energy advice as well as insulation, to prevent 

condensation. 

 

Recommendation 8:  

There is a need to unlock funding for retrofit: a. As part of the RE:NEW successor programme’s 

‘business case’ workstream, the Mayor should present how social housing regulators could 

encourage London’s housing associations to improve their current stock b. The Mayor should 

consider allocating funding on the basis of investing in old stock as well as for new builds c. The 

Government should consider increasing the cap for landlord contributions to energy efficiency 

measures above the current £3,500 (inclusive of VAT) to £5,000. 

 

Recommendation 9:  

                                                 
1 The Brexit Alliance does not agree with prioritising the training and deployment of energy advisors, as this would duplicate work 
which is already supposed to be carried out by social housing providers. 



        

 

 

Any evaluation of the warmer homes private rented sector pilot should assess how well the pilot has 

reached children, older or disabled people and those in overcrowded homes. A strategy for reaching 

the most vulnerable residents living in cold and damp homes should be integral to any roll out of the 

programme, and include steps for the Mayor to bring together the GLA, community groups, Citizens 

Advice and energy companies to support fuel poor households. 

 

Recommendation 10:  

The Mayor should write, as Chair of the London Health Board, to Clinical Commissioning Groups to 

outline the Warmer Homes programme and private rented sector pilot, or any future rollout, so the 

information is distributed to GPs to boost referral of vulnerable patients. 

 

4.4 The Committee is recommended to note the action taken under delegated authority. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1  There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

Appendix 1 – Site visit to Thamesmead 

Appendix 2 - Keeping out the chill: fixing London’s cold, damp and mouldy homes  
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